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DDC Activities
Thank You!
For this holiday edition, the DDC board would like to thank our staff members
for their dedication and hard work on our monthly newsletters. Angie Walker
and Debbie Dickerson work tirelessly behind the scenes, seeking out developments and activities to highlight every month to keep our sponsors and readers
interested and informed and coming back for more. THANK YOU, DDC staff, for
all you do!

DAC Meeting on One-to-Two-Way Street Restoration
On November 18th, DDC board members
and staff attended a special meeting of the
Downtown Advisory Commission (DAC) regarding the pending one-to-two-way street
restoration in downtown Peoria on Adams
and Jefferson Streets from Walnut Street
to I-74. The restoration will include extensive street improvements, such as bump out
curbs at the beginning and end and permanent on-street parking. The project will

begin soon and will take approximately two years to complete. The restoration
will benefit retail stores and businesses in the area with better traffic flow and
pedestrian crosswalks.

Fulton Plaza
Spurred in part by the opening of OSF Headquarters on Adams Street in January 2022,
a long-discussed reopening of Fulton Plaza
to vehicular traffic is scheduled for 2024,
according to Peoria City Manager Patrick
Urich. Design work is expected to take place
in 2023, with construction to follow. OSF’s
impact on existing retail businesses probably
will be felt immediately, according to Michael
Freilinger, president and CEO of the Downtown Development Corporation of Peoria.
But the new headquarters’ longer-term effect might be more significant. “I would
think that within a year or two, you’re going to see some businesses attracted to
the area just because OSF is operating out of there,” Freilinger said. That growth
might influence other developments, such as reopening Fulton Plaza. The full
article can be found on the Peoria Journal Star web site at www.pjstar.com.

New Development
Whiskey City Salvage
If you are feeling a bit nostalgic and retro, visit Whiskey City Salvage now
located at 1000 SW Jefferson Avenue in the Warehouse District. Co-owner Bill
Sullivan is excited about the 11,000 SF space that is now large enough to hold
the Bergner’s sign that was on the Sheridan Village store. Treasures galore can
be found, including stained and leaded glass, door hardware, antique signs and
toys. According to Bill, “We are excited to have found a large, refurbished space
in the Warehouse District that meets our needs.” Over the years, the building on
Jefferson Avenue has housed a church, a Studebaker automobile dealership, a
thrift store and a soft-drink bottling company, among other enterprises. Their
previous location was a much smaller place on Washington Street, also in the
Warehouse District. For a look at salvaged goods in a salvaged building, come
downtown to take a walk back through time. You may find a piece for your home
to remind you of bygone days.

Parking in Warehouse District
According to a recent article in the Peoria Journal Star, a fast-developing
part of Peoria’s Warehouse District could soon be home to a new street
and 300-car parking lot. Peoria’s City Council voted this month to allocate
just over $5 million to purchase the land and build the parking lot that will
sit behind several buildings on the east side of the 800 to 1000 blocks of
Southwest Washington Street and west of the railroad track. At-large city
councilmember (and DDC board member) Zach Oyler proposed the idea,
and a developer of buildings in the Warehouse District is calling it an important move to keep work in the neighborhood moving along.
Developer Pat Sullivan, who owns the land that would be used for the lot,
is hoping to close on the deal soon with the City. As a resident in the Warehouse District for over 30 years, Pat agrees that more parking is necessary
to help developers with new residential options. He is also excited about
the idea of attracting more businesses to the Warehouse District. The full
article can be found on the Peoria Journal Star web site www.pjstar.com.

Business Spotlight
Peoria Art Guild
Founded in 1878, the Peoria Art Guild
presents a diverse array of fine and
contemporary art. The Guild strives
to inspire and educate all levels of art
enthusiasts through the Fine Art Fair,
exhibitions, outreach and collaborative
art initiatives, including a robust Mentor
Apprentice Program (MAP). Shannon
Cox, Executive Director, encourages
everyone to support local artists by
purchasing holiday gifts from them.
The Crimson Door Holiday Sale is going on now in their gallery at 203 Harrison Street in the Warehouse District. Gift certificates for art classes are
an excellent idea! Visit www.peoriaartguild.org/about to learn how you can
become a member and/or mentor, donate, take art classes, participate in
the Fine Arts Fair, events and exhibitions, and shop!

Historical Spotlight
Rock Island Depot/River Station Restaurant, Part One

The Rock Island Depot and
Freight House is a two-story
railroad station and adjacent
one-story freight house from
the turn of the 20th century.
It was constructed in 1899
directly beside the Illinois
River in Peoria, Illinois.
The depot and freight house are Peoria’s last remaining historic reminders
of the importance of railroading in the city’s past. The depot was built by the
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad as the terminus of a major branch
line that delivered significant goods and passengers to Peoria.
The 1900 opening of the depot was attended by “throngs of populous;” at its
height before the depression of the 1880s, Peoria was a transportation hub.
The station’s clock tower was removed in 1939. The buildings were listed

on the U.S. National Register of Historic Places in 1978. The last Rock
Island train out of the station was the Peoria Rocket in 1978, of the
company’s Rock Island Rockets series.
After the end of train service, the building became a very popular destination
known as the River Station Restaurant
which was made up of several different uniquely themed rooms such as
The Garden Room, The Quarterdeck
and The Conservatory. In addition, the
Cattlemen’s Club Car, with its separate
kitchen, featured beautiful “train car”
seating and specialized in a highend
steak dining experience. The Cocktail
lounge was located on the opposite
end of the restaurant which featured
a gorgeous mahogany bar, brass details and
beautiful stained glass windows.
Especially remembered for it’s view of Downtown Peoria’s iconic riverfront, many native
Peorians have fond memories of the River
Station as their “go-to” destination for special celebrations. Our very own staff member,
Angie Walker, has special ties to the River
Station, having worked there in the early
1980’s. Staff member, Debbie Dickerson, has
wonderful memories of celebrating special
anniversaries and birthdays at the River
Station, a top-rated steak and seafood venue.
The Gandy Dancer was a special little gift shop in the
middle of River Station, and the owner liked to surprise couples with red foil wrapped chocolate roses
to heighten the atmosphere of the River Station.

The building began its transformation into a restaurant destination with
the opening of the River Station restaurant in 1981, which remained a
Peoria mainstay until its closing in 2000. So, what happened to the building after River Station closed? Stay tuned for Part Two for the rest of the
story!

For Lease
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Property for Lease
Office Space: 456 Fulton St., Suite 398
Premium office
space with phenomenal views from the
floor to ceiling windows in this front
unit in Twin Towers
overlooking downtown Peoria. This
unit consists of over
2900 square feet.
The suite has:
- 6 offices
- 2 reception areas
- break room
- 2 conference
rooms.
It could be used as
two separate offices.
The Twin Towers are
located across from City Hall and close to federal and county courthouses.
Amenities on the main floor mall include a coffee shop and restaurant.

456 Fulton St. Ste. 398

To inquire about this premium office space with a wonderful view,
contact REMAX/Unlimited Commercial, visit www.commercialpeoria.com
or call (309) 687-5000.

PropertyStfor Sale
SW Washington
836 SW Washington Street, Peoria, IL
Highly sought
after redevelopment
opportunity in the
heart of Peoria’s
Historical Warehouse District! This
23,760 SF building
offers a wealth of
possibilities with
an open floor plan
and high ceilings.
It is located next to
the former Builders Warehouse and
would make an excellent event venue.
The two-story, brick
building is conveniently located in a
TIF district, making it
even more desirable
for a developer with the vision to enhance the ever-changing landscape
of the growing Warehouse District. Be one of the first to inquire about
this key property by contacting Jared O’Brien at Jim Maloof/REALTOR,
309-256-4374, jobrien@maloofrealty.com or www.OBrienTeamSells.com.

Image capture: Aug 2019

Downtown ActivitiesPeoria, Illinois
Shop Local! Now is the Time!

Google

Street View
- Aug businesses
2019
ShopLocal365 this holiday season to support
our local
because
this is OUR Greater Peoria! The Shop Local 365 campaign is a regional partnership among several teams throughout the five-county region of Greater
Peoria. The campaign is dedicated to educating the public on the importance and impact of shopping local 365 days a year.
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We agree with Discover Peoria! Local
businesses in the Peoria area help to
create energetic and robust scenes that
make our area thrive.
Downtown Peoria offers specialty retail and
service shops, such as screenprinting, craft
experiences, hair stylists, artisans, etc. Eat,
drink, and make merry at the many restaurants and bars in the downtown. Gift cards
are always a good choice, offering flexibility
for busy family members and friends. Come
downtown, enjoy your visit, and knock out
some special gifts.

From Peoria to Lebanon
Unprecedented Partnership Stages Unique Arts Benefit for Beirut Medical
Centers - “From Peoria to Lebanon,” an art exhibition, concert and art auction, brings together an unprecedented partnership between organizations
in Peoria, IL, New York City and Beirut.
The benefit will provide medical relief through the Lebanese American University Medical Centers for those affected in the continuing aftermath of the
Beirut port explosion. The benefit features an art exhibition by leading contemporary Lebanese artists through Jan. 9 at the Peoria Riverfront Museum,
a concert by renowned pianist Antoine “Tony” Karam, MD, Dec. 19, 2:30 p.m.,
Scottish Rite Theatre and an online auction of the exhibited works and others, Dec. 15 - Dec. 22.
The artwork is donated to the benefit by the artists themselves. A special meetgreet open house with the artists takes place Dec. 18, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Among those attending are featured emerging artists Wissam Melhem, Lina
Husseini, Dr. Nicolas Baaklini; and painter Zeina Nader whose work appears on
the benefit promotional material. Photographer Fadia Ahmad will lead a special
screening for her acclaimed documentary film “Beirut: The Aftermath” at the
museum’s Giant Screen Theater, Sat., Dec. 18, 2:00 p.m. The event is sponsored
by Peoria Area World Affairs Council. “Beirut: The Aftermath” will be shown at
the Giant Screen Theater Tuesdays at 4 p.m. through Jan. 9, as well as Dec. 3

and Dec. 11 at 2 p.m. For more information about the “From Peoria to Lebanon”
benefit, including the art exhibition, concert, auction, benefit sponsorships and
donations, visit RiverfrontMuseum.org or contact Honorary Chair Dr. Michele
Couri, email: drmichelecouri@gmail.com.

Announcements
Peoria Magazine and WTVP Announcement - Peoria Magazine Publisher Jan
Wright Retires, Title and Events Acquired
by WTVP - Jan Wright, president and
co-founder of Peoria Magazine, has
announced her retirement effective
December 31, 2021.
The magazine title and signature events
will be acquired by WTVP, the local public
television affiliate. The publication will
end with the December 2021 issue. Four
of Peoria Magazine’s signature events and community outreach programs
will continue to serve the business community and residents of Central IL
under the stewardship of WTVP and its governing board of directors.
WTVP will continue to organize and promote these respected annual traditions: 40 Leaders Under Forty, Local Legends, Women of Influence, and
Community Impact Guide. Wright said the two organizations will begin the
transition immediately. She urged community leaders to support WTVP and
move the region forward together. We applaud Jan’s many accomplishments
and successes and wish her well in her well-deserved retirement.

Visit Downtown Peoria!
The DDC web site is a wonderful resource to view Downtown Peoria development information and for things to do! From markets to festivals to concerts and more, downtown Peoria has multiple offerings every month of the
year. In collaboration with Peoria Riverfront Association, we keep an updated pulse on new development and downtown activities. Visit our web site
at www.downtownpeoria.us/play.
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Jeff Kolbus: Board Chair
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